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100 LOD Makes Great Progress through the New Normal

These	past	few	months	have	indeed	been	unusual	as	we	con5nue	to	find	some	balance	in	this	world	of	“new	normal.”		

Behind	the	scenes	lots	has	been	happening.		Our	commi>ees	have	been	ac5vely	working	and	much	is	geAng	done.	

Our	 newest	 endeavor	 will	 be	 the	 GARDEN	 BROOK	 TRAIL	

PROJECT	at	the	Deering	Estate.	 	The	100	Ladies	will	be	working	

closely	 with	 Jennifer	 Tisthammer	 and	 staff	 to	 be	 the	 first	 to	

develop	a	Serenity	Garden	along	the	trail.				For	some	5me	now	

we	 have	 been	 diligently	 working	 on	 finding	 a	 way	 to	 provide	

proper	 recogni5on	 to	 the	 100	 Ladies,	 while	 loca5ng	 the	 best	

place	 to	display	 that	 recogni5on.	 	What	may	work	 today,	may	

not	work	years	from	now.	 	The	intent	is	to	have	a	place	that	we	

can	 be	 assured	 will	 always	 remain.	 	 It’s	 a	 place	 that	 will	 be	

protected	 so	 that	 we	 will	 always	 remember	 those	 who	 came	

before	us,	while	honoring	them	for	all	the	good	works	that	were	

accomplished.	

Where	that	recogni5on	is	displayed	will	also	be	in	keeping	with	

our	 mission	 of	 preserving	 Charles	 Deering’s	 legacy	 of	

community,	 culture	 &	 conserva5on.	 	 It	 will	 be	 sustainable,	

green,	 eco-friendly	 and	environmentally	 sensi5ve.	 	 It	will	 be	 a	

special	place	that	is	quiet	and	medita5ve,	where	we	can	go,	but	

also	a	place	meant	to	be	shared	with	everyone	and	open	to	the	

public.	

Recently	 I	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 hike	 the	 trail	 with	 Jennifer.		

The	possibili5es	are	endless	 for	our	garden;	 recogni5on	bricks,	

water	features,	bu>erflies,	benches,	landscape	ferns,	orchids…			

We	will	be	 the	first	 to	spearhead	the	development	of	 this	project	 in	 the	hopes	 that	 it	will	encourage	other	groups	 to	

follow.			

In	 an	 a>empt	 to	 reach	 out	 to	 each	 of	 you,	 I’ve	 started	 a	 small	 gathering	 once	 a	week	 that	 I’ve	 named	 “LET’S	 TALK	

TUESDAYS.”	 	I	miss	our	face	to	face	5me	together	and	the	opportunity	it	would	be	giving	me	to	get	to	know	each	and	

every	one	of	you.		It	got	me	thinking	that,	if	we’re	smart	and	careful,	it	didn’t	have	to	be	that	way.		My	sole	purpose	is	for	

us	to	get	to	know	each	other.	 	I	want	to	meet	those	of	you	I	haven’t.	 	I’d	like	to	get	to	know	be>er	those	of	you	I	don’t	

know	well,	and	it	would	be	nice	to	just	catch	up	with	the	others.		It	will	be	limited	to	5	each	week	and	rest	assured	that	

social	distancing	precau5ons	are	being	 taken.	 	By	 the	5me	this	Newsle>er	goes	 to	print,	 its	my	hope	that	 this	 is	well	

under	way.		I’m	excited	to	welcome	you	to	my	home.		Let’s	get	a	conversa5on	started!	

Good	news	on	the	DOCENT	TRAINING	PROGRAM.		Tamara	McDonald	will	be	leading	the	100	LOD	docent	training	effort	

for	the	team.		To	quote	Jennifer	Tisthammer,	she	is	“one	of	our	best,	most	enthusias5c	of	our	interpre5ve	crew,	and	has	

an	excellent	knowledge	base	for	answering	ques5ons	and	sharing	details	outside	of	the	script.”	

																																																																																																																																																																																			Continued on Page 2
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It	is	suggested	we	start	our	training	with:	

•Zoom	Mee5ng	with	the	core	group		
•Lay	out	the	5meline	and	training	needs	or	ideas	we	may	have	
•Move	to	in-person	training	once	condi5ons	improve	
•Prac5ce	and	bring	in	others	
•Set	a	schedule	for	volunteers	or	best	opportuni5es	for	when	&	

how	to	engage	100	LODs	as	Docents	

We	currently	have	11	signed	up	to	train	for	this	program.		If	other	

are	interested,	please	contact	me.	

We	had	hoped	to	have	an	Annual	Mee5ng/Cocktail	Party	in	

September.		Unfortunately,	COVID	will	keep	us	from	doing	that.		

However,	there’s	just	no	reason	to	wait	any	longer	for	something	we	

promise	you’ll	love.		By	the	5me	this	Newsle>er	goes	to	print	we	are	

geAng	ready	to	announce	the	dates	and	details	on	how	you	can	

pick	up	your	GOODIE	BAG.		It’s	just	another	way	for	us	to	let	you	

know	how	much	you	mean	to	us.			

I	don’t	want	to	miss	the	opportunity	to	again	say,	“Thank	you,	

Jennifer,	for	all	the	hours	you	put	into	making	our	lovely	Fern	masks.			

It’s	truly	labor	of	love.		(This	is	just	a	li>le	teaser	of	what’s	in	the	bag!)	

Our	commi>ees	con5nue	to	meet	regularly	as	their	project	move	

forward.		These	include	the	

Coffee	Table	Book	Commi>ee,	

Marke5ng,	Membership	&	

Hospitality,	Finance,	and	

Historic	Documents.		

Furnishing	&	Design	

Commi>ee	has	their	projects	

earmarked	for	comple5on	

between	now	and	our	

Centennial	celebra5on.		Thank	

you,	ladies	for	all	do.		You’re	

hard	work	and	commitment	is	

appreciated	more	than	could	

ever	be	expressed.	

We	con5nue	to	be	confident	

we’ll	be	able	to	meet	our	

goals	and	objec5ves.		The	100	

Ladies	have	no	plans	to	slow	

down.		So,	stay	tuned.		There’s	

plenty	more	to	come.			Stay	

healthy,	stay	safe.																											

~ Nancy Eggland, President

Maredith Ehrman donated her Grandmother’s 100 year 

crochet treasure which now acts a shower curtain in the 

Richmond Cottage.

Let’s Talk Tuesday began September 1 with a 9:30 am coffee at Nancy Eggland’s beautiful home.  

Attending were Maria McDonald, Judy Parker, Terry Long, Suzuyo Fox.
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Anne Helliwell: She is not Minnie Mouse, but we love her!

Having	been	born	in	Miami	and	lived		in	Florida,	mostly	the	Miami	area	her	en5re	

life,	Anne	Helliwell	is	a	true	Floridian.	

Anne	a>ended	Epiphany	School,	graduated	 from	 Immaculata	Academy	and	 then	

headed	 to	 the	University	of	 Florida	

where	 she	 majored	 in	 English	 and	

Psychology.	 	 	While	at	UF,	Anne	had	

the	 opportunity	 to	 be	 a	 part	 of	 2	

summer	 programs	 at	Disneyland	 in	

California.			

The	day	ajer	Anne	graduated	from	

UF,	she	started	work	at	Walt	Disney	

World.	 	 	 No	 she	 was	 not	 Minnie	

Mouse!				

Disney	World	hadn’t	opened	and	 it	

was	 very	 exci5ng	 to	 say	 the	 least.			

Anne	worked	 in	 the	merchandising	

division,	 helping	 to	 set	 up	 some	 of	

the	 shops.	 	 	 It	 was	 a	 unique	

experience	 to	 be	 able	 to	 wander	

around	the	Magic	Kingdom	without	any	crowds,	to	ride	the	a>rac5ons	without	wai5ng	

in	line	and	to	be	there	on	opening	day.	 	 	When	Disney	World	opened	in	October,	Anne	

was	assigned		to	one	of	the	shops	in	the	Contemporary	Hotel	but	was	also	a	floater	and	

worked	 in	 the	park	when	 and	where	needed.	 	What	 a	 great	 job	 to	 have	 right	 out	 of	

college!	

Ajer	a	year	at	Disney,	Anne	 returned	 to	Miami	and	began	a	career	 in	banking.	 	 	 She	

worked	at	Bank	of	Perrine	 (now	TotalBank)	 for	12	years,	 rising	 to	 the	posi5on	of	Vice	

President.	 	She	was	then	hired	by	Junior	Achievement	of	Greater	Miami	to	set	up	their	

endowment	fund.			She	later	moved	into	the	opera5ons	area,	as	a	Program	Director	and	

later	VP	of	Opera5ons,	 	where	she	worked	with	schools,	businesses	and	recruited	and	

trained	volunteers	to	go	into	the	classroom.		

	 Ajer	 11	 years	 with	 Junior	 Achievement,	 the	 opportunity	 to	 re5re	 presented	 itself.		

Anne	wanted	to	give	back	to	her	community	so	 	started	a	new	“career”	as	a	volunteer.			

Anne	 has	 been	 involved	 with	 several	 organiza5ons	 on	 the	 na5onal	 level,	 including	

serving	as	Chair	of	the	Alpha	Chi	Omega	Founda5on	and	Na5onal	President	of	Youth	Crime	Watch	of	America.	 	However,	her	heart	

lies	with	local	and	ojen	grassroots	organiza5ons	such	as	Casa	Valen5na	where	she	served	on	the	inaugural	board.		Currently	Anne	is	

a	member	of	the	Junior	League	of	Miami	and	serves	on	their	Founda5on	Board,	P.E.O.,		is	a	board	member		of	the	Miami	Lighthouse	

for	the	Blind,			Miami	Women’s	Panhellenic,		Alpha	Chi	Omega	Alum	Chapter	and	of	course	The	100	Ladies	of	Deering.	

Having	grown	up	 in	South	Miami	and	 in	what	 is	now	Pinecrest	and	 then	working	 in	Perrine,	 the	Deering	Estate	 is	very	 special	 to	

Anne.		The	100	Ladies	of	Deering	is		a	great	opportunity	to	help	preserve	this	wonderful	and	important	place,		to	make	new	friends	

and	even	reconnect	with	some	ladies	who	were	customers	of		Bank	of	Perrine	back	“during	the	day”.			

While	Anne’s	roots	are	firmly	planted	in	south	Florida,		she	loves	to	travel.		Her	passport	is		always	up	to	date,		fresh	ba>eries	are	in	

her	camera	and	her	walking	shoes	are	by	her	luggage.		Hopefully	she	will	get	to	use	them	all	again	soon.			

Well travelled lady, above outside the Guggeheim 

Museum in Bilboa, Spain. Left top on a glacier in 

Iceland, and at Mt. Rushmore.
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	By	Rose	Conne>	Richards	

In	my	mind’s	eye	I	can	see	her	siAng	in	the	porch	swing,	her	small	feet	just	touching	the	

oriental	carpet.	I	used	to	wonder	by	what	magic	Eusebio,	the	butler,	would	suddenly	

appear	un5l	I	realized	there	was	a	hidden	bu>on	under	the	rug	that	she	pressed	with	her	

toe.	

Marion	Deering	might	have	stepped	from	a	canvas	by	John	Singer	Sargent,	whose	elegant	

turn-of-the-century	portraits	fixed	in	5me,	America’s	prominent	families.	The	noted	

painter	had	been	a	close	friend	of	the	Deerings;	Sargent,	in	fact,	had	tried	to	persuade	

Charles,	because	of	ar5s5c	ability,	to	abandon	the	world	of	commerce	for	the	life	of	a	

painter.	

When	I	knew	her,	Mrs.	Deering,	piled	her	spun-sugar	hair	atop	the	crown	of	her	head	

where	it	complemented	the	soj	white	voile	dresses	she	wore	over	a	li>le	dumpling	

figure.	She	had	an	almost	haughty	mien	that	reflected	the	assurance	bestowed	by	

genera5ons	of	wealth,	yet	she	was	compassionate,	with	a	clear	mind	undimmed	by	her	

years	and	she	was	keenly	interest	in	everything	around	her.	

Charles	and	Marion	Deering	had	come	to	Cutler	when	Mrs.	Edith	Richmond	sold	the	lush	

tract	that	had	been	the	Richmond	Hotel	and	Fishing	Camp.	A	few	years	ajer	the	Deerings	

had	come	to	Cutler,	my	family	built	a	home	next	door,	on	the	bay	to	the	south.	

In	the	1920s	Cutler	was	an	outpost.	Rural	mail	delivery,	no	phones,	generators	for	

electricity	that	went	off	at	bed5me,	we	even	had	our	own	gas	pumps.	Ice	and	fresh	milk	

were	delivered	daily	from	Homestead.	The	“town”	itself	lay	at	the	gates	of	the	Deering	

Estate.	.	

Although	it	was	only	a	block	from	Mrs.	Deering’s	door	to	ours,	Avery,	the	chauffeur,	

would	bring	her	to	our	house	for	visits.	My	Parents	welcomed	her	because	she	was	interes5ng	and	gracious.	My	sister,	Dolly	and	I,	

however	for	a	totally	different	reason.	Her	visits	meant	large	boxes	of	exquisite	candies	or	small	cakes	in	delicate	paper	lace	boxes	

along	with	numerous	books.	

I	can	remember	her	concern	when	my	sister	and	I	strolled	over	for	a	visit	not	long	ajer	we	moved	in	next	door.	She	had	Avery	

grandly	take	us	home	in	her	limousine,	unaware	that	every	day	we	roamed	for	miles.	

Because	of	Cutler’s	isola5on,	we	had	our	own	library.	Like	my	father,	I	became	an	avid	reader.	Aware	of	my	love	of	reading,	

Mrs.Deering,	when	her	sight	began	to	fail	asked	if	I	would	come	and	read	to	her	in	the	ajernoons.	We	sat	on	the	airy	porch	facing	

southeast	with	the	sun-washed	sweep	of	trees	and	sky,	where,	ajer	a	session	with	books,	we	had	tea.	

Occasionally	Mrs.	Deering	and	I	would	go	into	the	main	house	to	read	and	I	can	s5ll	see	a	rather	depressing	pain5ng	over	the	

fireplace	that	reminded	me	of	a	parade	of	Ku	Klux	Klansmen	but	which	I	much	later	realized	was	a	procession	of	hooded	Spanish	

penitents.	In	the	extensive	library	were	elegant	busts	of	her	daughters,	Barbara	and	Marion,	as	well	as	other	statuary.		

Ajer	our	reading,	Mrs.	Deering	and	I	would	stroll	the	grounds,	some5mes	around	the	boat	basin,	under	oak	trees	laden	with	

ca>leya	orchids,	where	there	was	a	small	tea	house	set	with	shell	mosaic	in	the	ceiling	like	those	at	Viscaya..	

As	we	traveled	the	globe	through	books,	from	the	Russian	steppes	to	the	world’s	capitals,	which	she	knew	well,	she	enlarged	on	

subjects,	expanding	my	mind	in	an	educa5on	without	pain.	

Our	associa5on	ended	when	I	married	and	move	to	Coconut	Grove.	She	sent	me	elegant	silver	as	a	wedding	gij	and	we	

corresponded	un5l	her	death.																																			~ Excerpts from The Update, Volume 13 #2. Historical Association of South Florida

Postscript:	Rose Connett Richards, born February 2, 1921 in Homestead, Fla., passed away on April 21, 2012 at the age of 91.

Richards was a painter, a published writer, researcher, and historian of South Florida history. 

Charles Deering was buying land in south Dade County by 1913. By 1916 he had started transforming the old Richmond Cottage into his winter 

home and by 1920 he had purchased 380 acres of bayfront property in Cutler. By 1922, he had begun constructing the Stone House, and by May of 

1923 his furnishings were being shipped to this location.

Thalatta is located on  parcel immediately south of the Deering Estate. “Thalatta,” named by the Connett family who built the house, is set on a 3 ½ 

acre parcel fronting the Biscayne Bay. Thalatta is a Latin variation of the Greek word “thalassa,” meaning “the sea.” Unlike the many architect-

designed homes constructed between 1921 and 1926 during the boom time of south Florida development, the buildings that were part of the 

Thalatta complex were largely designed and built by the Rose’s father, Alan Ford Connett and his hired help. Original construction dates assigned to 

Thalatta range between 1925 and 1930.

A child remembers Mrs. Deering as a neighbor and friend
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Deering was a gifted amateur artist, and 

while still in the Navy, he used his free 

time to become acquainted with leading 

artists and to visit the world's great art 

galleries. He began a lifelong habit of 

collecting art, both by acknowledged 

masters and contemporaries.

Deering dreamed of creating an art center 

in Spain, and in 1910 he had the Palau 

Maricel built with the help of the artist 

Miquel Utrillo i Morlius in Sitges, a town 

just south of Barcelona. The building was 

connected by a bridge across the lane to a 

second building he purchased, which now 

houses the Museu Maricel.[

Deering's hope was that the complex 

would become a magnet for artists and 

artistic life, where people of many nations 

would come to make art and study. In 

addition, Deering's own large and many-

sided collection of Spanish art and 

decorative objects would be on display. In 

the end, however, Deering abandoned this 

plan. Instead, much of his collection was 

given to the Art Institute of Chicago, while 

other works were transferred to his estate 

at Cutler, Florida

Maricel Memories: A warm welcome for 100LOD in Sitges 

Photos by Suzuyo Fox

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Deering%22%20%5Cl%20%22cite_note-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Deering%22%20%5Cl%20%22cite_note-10
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In April 2019, 100LOD were able to organize a cruise to Spain and visited Sitges. 

These photos were taken during our visit to Maricel. Look for familiar logos and 

why we see similar designs at our Deering Estate. During this visit, the Spanish 

version of our film, “On This Land” was presented to the Vice-Mayor of Sitges.

All the 100LOD, their spouses and families who participated enjoyed the 

hospitality and the warm welcome received for the family of Sitge’s “Adopted 

Son…Charles Deering.”

The 100LOD who were able to visit Sitges and Tamarit: Maria McDonald, Pam 

Mullins, Becky Matkov, Ann DeStefanis, Sandy McCarthy, Jo Szaro, Donna Golik, 

Lori Haas and Suzuyo Fox.
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So…What have you been doing through the pandemic?

KELLY	FULLERTON: During the pandemic 

my family decided, after many delays, that 

it was time to raise chickens. We first 

started with two baby polish chickens, (one 

of which turned out to be a rooster and 

was quickly returned). Then a connection 

in the chicken industry introduced us to a 

breeder who graciously sent us 19, yes 19, 

day old chicks. In the beginning, big tubs 

were arraigned on our patio to house these 

cute fluffy birds. Weeks later, when the 

chicks more than quadrupled in size, we 

built a permanent coop in our backyard. It 

will be a few more months before we can 

enjoy fresh eggs. In the meantime, these 

chickens have brought so much joy. We 

have chicken playtime on the weekends, 

where they freely roam the yard. I find 

myself coming home earlier in the 

evenings so I can get to see them before 

dark.  Each morning when I walk outside 

and say, “good morning girls” they rush 

over to see me and what treats I may have 

in store for them. I call it chicken therapy, 

and it is good for the soul. The last few 

days I hear the cracklings of a crow. I now 

add to my morning greeting, “okay, who is 

the boy?  Raise your foot so I know who 

you are”.

DEBI	MCCARTHY: Jim and I moved our two youngest children, 

Silas a freshman & Casey a sophomore, into Ole Miss in Oxford, 

Mississippi.  It was an action packed week but when we boarded 

the plane to come home we felt confident they were both ready for 

their first semester of college. Praying they have a successful year 

and that campus life isn’t canceled due to Covid.
100LOD Happenings continued on page 8…
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ANN	DESTEFANIS: Given a choice of activities to celebrate a special birthday in June, I 

chose deep sea fishing in the Dry Tortugas and then jet skiing in Key Largo with my sons, 

Kyle and Chase.

MAREDITH	EHRMAN: This summer we spent some time traveling through 

Northwest Montana down to Bozeman, a fabulous town where the Museum of 

the Rockies is located, an educational experience if you love nature and 

dinosaurs. Then on into Yellowstone National Park we went. It was quite a 

trip, something new and fascinating to see around every turn in mother nature. 

Geysers, boiling craters, steaming crevices of cracked earth, desolate, open, 

hot earth spreading across the landscape. Bison on the open plains, that also 

wandered among the tourist parking lots! Incredible animals!  If you haven’t 

already, I highly recommend a visit there sometime, you won’t regret it!

SANDY	MCCARTHY:	Thank you so very much for the wonderful cards, emails, 

text and phone calls I received from you regarding my loss of Jim.    Please 

know these kind remarks kept a light on  in some very dark days.    I will be  

forever grateful!

100LOD Happenings continued on page 9…
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MARIA	WRIGHT:	This  January,  I  attended 

Moms  Demand  Action  for  Gun  Sense 

Advocacy Day in Tallahassee with 500 other 

Moms  including  my  husband  whose  T-shirt 

said “Man Enough to be a Mom”. In February 

there  was  an  event  near  Liberty  City.  The 

mural in the photo is especially significant as 

our daughter, Aida painted it and it stands in 

Sherdavia Jenkins Peace Park. Sherdavia was 

nine years old when a stray bullet killed her. 

We had the opportunity to support the Mexican American Council’s 

Mariachi  outdoor  concert  and  the  Empowered  Youth  Food 

distribution.  But our focus is “Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense.” 

We wear orange to honor and remember gun violence victims.

LIEDE	DEVALDIVIESO:		I just left my seat for 30 seconds and came 

back to THIS. There is stiff competition for the prime seats in the 

house. Our working life has changed drastically. We are not going 

to the office, no open houses, very limited actual meetings and those 

we do have are with masks, face shields, gloves and for some of our 

senior  or  pregnant  customers  feet  covers  as  well.  Most  of  our 

meetings are by Zoom or conference call followed up by emails and 

phone calls. We have taken to writing personal notes as we have 

noticed in these times getting a personal handwritten note feels like 

an unexpected warm fuzzy when it arrives in the mail.

More 100LOD Happenings continued on page10…
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From	September	1,	2020,	 the	100	Ladies	of	Deering	Facebook	page	was	expanded	 for	membership	beyond	 the	current	

members	of	the	100	Ladies	of	Deering	to	include	Friends	of	the	100	Ladies.	 	 It	will	s5ll	be	a	closed	group	where	people	

must	request	to	be	added.	 	Rules	of	par5cipa5ng	in	the	page	will	be	posted,	but	will	 include	no	solicita5on,	no	poli5cal	

posts,	no	posts	that	could	be	construed	as	hurnul	based	on	age,	race,	religion,	etc.	

The	page	will	con5nue	to	be	a	place	for	the	100	Ladies	of	Deering	to	post	about	Deering	Estate	Events,	DEF	events,	and	

100	LOD	news	and	events.	

If	 you	wish	 to	withdraw	 for	 the	100	Ladies	of	Deering	 (or	any	group	on	 facebook),	while	 logged	 into	 facebook,	click	on	

'Groups',	then	'100	Ladies	of	Deering'	 	at	the	top	there	will	be	a	'....'	if	you	click	on	that,	one	of	the	choices	will	be	'Leave	

the	Group'.		At	the	top	of	the	page	is	also	the	'+Invite'	tab,	which	you	can	use	to	invite	friends	to	become	members	of	the	

group’.			

If	you	have	any	ques5ons	about	this	change,	please	feel	free	to	reach	out	to	Elizabeth	Ba>aglia,	elizba>aglia@yahoo.com	

DONNA	GOLIK:	The Golik family is happy to announce that Donna's son 

Danny Golik and Laurel Kramer we're married on August 2nd in a small 

family ceremony at The Ocean Reef Club in Key Largo.     

After over 7 years of dating and 3 wedding date attempts during Covid, it 

was  a  beautiful,  intimate  day  celebrating  both  Jewish  and  Catholic 

traditions
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