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Presidents Message: Reflecting and Remembering with Gratitude

It	 is	hard	to	believe	the	calendar	is	telling	me	it	 is	May	already	and	Suzuyo	is	telling	

me	it	 is	8me	to	write	my	farewell	President’s	Message—This	is	the	10th	 issue	of	our	

newsleAer,	 the	 Fern!	 May	 has	 tradi8onally	 been	 the	 8me	 we	 hold	 our	 Annual	

Mee8ng	Luncheon	and	typically	we	take	a	break	from	100	Ladies	of	Deering	mee8ngs	

for	the	summer,	although	some	say	these	past	two	years	we	didn’t	slow	down	at	all	

for	many	 commiAees	 con8nued	 to	work	 hard	 through	 the	 summer	 slow	8me.	 The	

Annual	 Mee8ng	 is	 a	 8me	 to	 reflect	 and	 celebrate	 the	 year	 that	 has	 passed.	 	 Bi-

annually,	such	as	this	year,	it	is	also	a	8me	when	we	get	to	celebrate	a	new	leadership	

team.	 Staying	 “safer	 at	 home”	 these	 past	 eight	 weeks,	 has	 provided	 me	 8me	 to	

reflect	on	this	whirlwind	that	so	posi8vely	and	enjoyably	consumed	my	life	these	past	

two	years.	I	am	so	grateful	for	your	friendship	and	your	dedica8on	to	the	100	Ladies	

of	 Deering	 and	 for	 the	 opportunity	 you	 gave	 me	 to	 serve	 as	 President	 of	 this	

wonderful	 organiza8on.	 It	 is	 an	 honor	 I	 will	 cherish	 for	 the	 rest	 of	 my	 life.	

Unfortunately,	we	won’t	be	holding	an	Annual	Luncheon	this	year	but	hopefully	soon	

we	will	be	able	to	meet	again	in	person.	

Two	years	ago,	at	our	May	2018	Annual	Mee8ng,	I	remember	being	nervous	realizing	

I	had	 to	 follow	 in	 the	 large	 footsteps	of	 such	 incredible	past	100	Ladies	Presidents,	

Suzuyo	Fox,	Lori	Haas	and	Liede	DeValdivielso.	 	 I	was	excited	for	the	next	two	years	

and	 the	opportunity	 to	 con8nue	 to	 tell	 the	 story	 of	 Charles	Deering,	 con8nuing	 to	

furnish	 the	homes	and	 con8nuing	 to	 grow	 the	100	 Ladies	of	Deering	as	 a	dynamic	

South	Florida	philanthropic	circle.	As	my	term	comes	to	an	end,	I	am	so	grateful	for	

the	love,	support,	dedica8on	and	guidance	our	past	Presidents	have	given	me	and	so	

proud	of	 each	and	every	100LOD	and	all	 that	we	have	accomplished	 together.	Our	

membership	is	increasing,	financially	we	are	strong	and	the	story	of	Charles	Deering	

and	the	Deering	Estate	Historic	Homes	is	being	

told	through	the	many	furnishings,	artwork	and	

exhibits	 that	 have	 been	 added	 to	 the	 homes	

over	the	past	two	years.	It	is	so	gra8fying	to	see	

that	 the	 story	 is	 not	 just	 being	 told	 at	 the	

Deering	Estate	but	all	over	Miami-Dade	County	

and	beyond.	I	have	such	fond	memories	of	our	

trip	 to	 Vizcaya	 and	 the	HistoryMiami	 bus	 tour	

with	Dr.	Paul	George	along	with	the	fundraising	

cruise	 to	 Maricel	 in	 Sitges,	 Spain.	 	 It	 was	

exci8ng	 to	 tell	 the	 story	 of	 Charles	 Deering	 at	

the	outreach	events	we	aAended	with	so	many	

community	 groups	 showing	 them	 our	 seven	

award	 winning	 documentary,	 “On	 this	 Land”.	

Closer	 to	 home,	 I	 will	 always	 remember	 all	 of	

the	 fun	 social	 8mes	 we	 had	 with	 monthly	

dinners,	 Bridge,	 Mah	 Jongg,	 Melt	 Classes	 and	

Cooking	Class	at	Ortanique	as	well	as	a	glass	of	

wine	or	two	a^er	mee8ngs.		
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In	May	of	2018,	inspired	by	the	just	completed	Junior	League	of	Miami	

Showhouse,	the	sparsely	decorated	homes	began	a	journey	of	transforma8on.	

With	the	help	of	the	100LOD,	today	the	homes	are	brimming	with	details,	

furnishings,	drapes,	artwork,	and	exhibits.	Last	October,	we	raised	a	glass	and	

toasted	our	private	donors	and	the	restora8on	and	return	of	The	Flight	Into	

Egypt	stained	glass	panels	with	a	memorable	evening	of	VIP’s	and	even	our	

local	news	sta8ons	in	aAendance.			We	also	rejoiced	in	the	installa8on	of	the	

Deering’s	Louis	VuiAon	Chest,	the	Tenier	Pain8ng,	the	16th	century	Dahl	

en8tled	Sir	Cholmeley	Dering	and	the	acquisi8on	of	the	Anders	Zorn	etching,	

“Le	Lecture”.	The	once	empty	homes,	through	the	dedica8on	and	support	of	

so	many	people,	including	the	Deering	Family,	are	now	alive	and	guiding	

visitors	with	the	compelling	stories	of	the	past.		

	The	reputa8on	of	the	100	Ladies	of	Deering	as	a	dynamic	philanthropic	circle	

is	 also	 spreading	 beyond	 the	walls	 of	 the	 Estate.	 In	 the	 past	 two	 years,	we	

w e r e	 r e c o g n i z e d	 b y	

Cong re s swomen	 Donna	

S h a l a l a	 a n d	 m a d e	 a	

pe rmanent	 pa r t	 o f	 t he	

Congressional	 Record	 of	 the	 116th	 Congress	 of	 the	 United	 States	 House	 of	

Representa8ves.	This	past	January,	we	were	honored	as	the	recipient	of	the	Deering	

Estate	Founda8ons,	Champion	Partner	of	the	Year	Award	for	2019.	In	presen8ng	the	

award,	 Founda8on	 President	 Becky	 Matkov	 said	 “the	 100	 Ladies	 have	 brought	 a	

spirit	of	camaraderie	and	crea8vity	to	the	Founda8on,	invigora8ng	and	inspiring	all	

whose	lives	they	touch.”	I	couldn’t	agree	more	and	I	cannot	thank	all	of	you	enough	

for	all	of	the	team	work	and	dedica8on	to	our	mission.		

We	 have	 gone	 through	 the	 full	 range	 of	 emo8ons,	 some	wonderful,	 fun,	 laughter	

filled	8mes,	some	stressful	8mes	and	even	scary	global	pandemic	8mes,	we	now	find	

ourselves	 in.	We	 cried	 and	 said	 goodbye	 to	 our	 beloved	 Execu8ve	 Director	Mary	

Peet.	 We	 helped	 onboard	 and	 worked	 closely	 with	 Larissa	 Segal	 Lara	 who	 was	

instrumental	 transla8ng	 our	

documentary	 into	 Spanish	 and	

restructuring	 our	 bylaws	 and	

place	 in	 the	 DEF	 structure.	

With	 Larissa’s	 guidance,	 we	

now	 have	 a	 seat	 on	 the	 DEF	

Board	 and	 the	 Execu8ve	 Board.	 	 We	 transi8oned	 to	 Bonnie	 Barnes	 and	

recently,	we	 have	welcomed	 the	 charming	Nina	 Zanella	 and	 look	 forward	 to	

working	with	her	 in	 the	years	ahead.	Through	 this	 constant	 change,	we	kept	

our	focus	on	the	tasks	at	hand	enjoying	each	other’s	company	along	the	way.	

As	I	write	this	final	President’s	Message,	I	want	to	give	a	special	note	of	deep	

gra8tude	for	the	guidance	of	DEF	Presidents	David	McDonald	&	Becky	Matkov,	

the	DEF	Staff,	Michelle	Streit,	Nina	Zanella,	Delia	Diaz	and	Bob	Ryan;	and	the	

Deering	Estate	Staff,	Jennifer	Tisthammer,	Bethany	Gray,	Melissa	Diaz	and	the	

Estate	 maintenance,	 grounds,	 security,	 curators,	 educa8on,	 marke8ng,	

naturalist,	 and	 leadership	 teams.	 Jennifer’s	 passion	 and	 enthusiasm	 for	 all	

things	“Deering”	cannot	be	understated	as	she	has	so	inspired	the	100LOD	to	

con8nue	 telling	 the	 story.	 Thank	 you,	 Jennifer,	 for	 your	 friendship	 and	

leadership.	 Lastly,	 but	 certainly	 not	 least,	 our	 Designer	 in	 Residence,	 Alfredo	

Brito,	has	given	so	much	to	the	100LOD	and	we	are	forever	grateful	to	him,	our	first	community	recipient	of	“An	Original”	Award.	
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As	 President,	 I	 have	 been	 blessed	 with	 having	 the	 best	 Execu8ve	

Board	 (Nancy	 Eggland,	 Karen	 Hoffman,	 Pam	 Mullins,	 Nancy	

Michelson,	 Donna	 Golik	 and	 Liede	 DeValdivielso)	 and	 CommiAee	

Chairs	 (	 Ac8vi8es	 &	 Educa8on,	 Sandy	McCarthy	 and	 Susan	 Tilson;	

Archive	 &	 Documenta8on,	 Judy	 Parker;	 Bridge,	 Joan	Wieser;	 Film,	

Becky	 Matkov;	 Finance,	 Pam	Mullins;	 Furnishing	 &	 Design,	 Nancy	

Eggland;	 Holiday	 Decora8ng,	 Ann	 DeStefanis,	 Marke8ng	 &	

Communica8ons,	 Elizabeth	 BaAaglia;	 Membership	 &	 Hospitality,	

Suzuyo	 Fox;	 	 McCormick	 Art	

Fund,	 Liede	 DeValdivielso;	

Museum	 Guide/Coffee	 Table	

Book,	 Lori	 Haas,	 Barbara	 Bass,	

Nancy	 Michelson;	 NewsleAer,	

Suzuyo	Fox)		that	any	President	

could	 have	 hoped	 to	 have.	 I	

c o u l d	 g o	 o n	 f o r	 p a ge s	

describing	 the	 incredible	 work	

and	 accomplishments	 of	 this	

g r o u p	 o f	 a m a z i n g	

women.	 Thank	 you,	

Ladies.	I	love	you.	You	all	

deserve	to	stand	up	and	

take	 a	 bow	 for	 your	

selfless	 giving	 of	 8me	

and	hard	work	these	past	two	years.	

Finally,	 I	 am	excited	 for	 the	 future	of	 this	organiza8on.	 	 You	

will	soon	be	in	the	capable	hands	of	my	partner	in	crime,	my	

cohort,	my	right	hand	these	past	two	years,	Nancy	Eggland.		I	

look	 forward	 to	 Nancy’s	 leadership	 and	 direc8on	 for	 us.		

Nancy	 is	 driven,	 fun-loving,	 thoughnul	 and	 just	 a	 beau8ful	

person	 inside	 and	 out.	 	 She	 is	 excited	 and	 ready	 for	 the	

challenge	and	 I	 look	 forward	 to	suppor8ng	her	and	 the	new	

100LOD	Execu8ve	CommiAee.			

What	a	blessing	it	has	been	to	

have	all	of	you	in	my	life!	 	As	

my	final	act	as	President,	I	am	

giving	all	of	you	a	big	“socially	

distant”	 hug	 and	 kiss	 and	

thank	you	for	all	that	you	give	

and	 all	 that	 you	 do	 for	 the	

Deering	 Estate	 and	 the	 100	

Ladies	of	Deering.				

Fondly,	

Maria	
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May Is Dedicated To Honoring  Our Beloved Mothers
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Photo 1:  Daryl  Bowser:  Irene Bessie  Rigney Smith,  born April  24,  1909 in 

Saskatchewan, Canada and she became a U.S. citizen on August 10, 1953 and 

lived an amazing multi-faceted life. 

Photo 2: Nancy Eggland: Francis Kocher, with me and my sister Jan.   Taken 

probably around 1953.  I lost my mom in 1965.  She was 43.  She lived all her 

life in Cleveland, OH. Photo 3: Ann Helliwell: Marjorie Mueller Helliwell.  It is 

her college graduation picture from Florida State College for Women.  She was 

born in Billings, MT.     When she was 3 months my grandparents relocated to 

Houston,  TX.    They then moved to  Miami  right  before  the  1926 hurricane! 

Photo 4: Elizabeth Battaglia: My mom is Lucretia Pope, she lives in Charleston 

SC and just finished a term as President of her PEO Chapter, and quilts and 

does  water  color  painting  in  her  spare  time.    I  love  her!  Photo  5:  Debi 

McCarthy: Here is my sweet, fun, Godly mom, Julie Deskins, born in London, 

England and is a healthy 82.  Loves to garden, baking, long walks,  and did ride 

her bike all over England before she moved back to the States two years ago.  

She loves Bunco with the girls too. Photo 6: Becky Matkov: Her mother, Emily 

Grimsley Roper. This photo is one of Becky’s favorite.
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Photo  7:  Nancy  Michelson:  Her  Mom,  Betty,  lives  in  Hernando 

Florida, a Mom to five, Grandma to 15 and Great-Grandma to 6. 

Photo 8:  Terry Long: Her mother is Terry C. Long…same as our 

Terry. Born in 1919 and died in 2012. She loved to cruise and was 

all about her kids. Left to right: Beth, Terry, Ken, Connie and her 

mother.  Photo 9:   Lori  Haas:  Frances Loard just  celebrated her 

92nd  birthday  in  Montgomery,  Alabama.  Photo  10:  Maredith 

Ehrman:  Her  mother,  Lorraine  Child  Arries  was  an  avid  bridge 

player, expert seamstress, piano player and registered nurse. Photo 

11: Karen Hoffman: Marlou Adams, is 94 years old.   She is a native 

of  Minnesota  and  the  mother  of  six  children  and  a  great  great 

grandmother  to  five.  (Not  a  mistake,  three  of  her  great 

 grandchildren have children including one year old identical twin 

girls)
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Photo 11: Linda Sioli: A gorgeous photo of her Mom, Julia L. Williams, taken in 

1940 as her engagement photo in Wilmington. She was 21 years old.  Photo 12:  

 Barbara Ludovici: Clarist Thompson Stiffler,  born in Fort Myers, FL. She grew 

up in Fort Myers on a dairy farm. She lived her adult life in Ft Lauderdale. She 

died at the age of 53. She taught   the importance of family.   This picture was 

taken in 1933. Photo 13: Suzuyo Fox: Her Mom celebrated her 100th birthday 

last  year with great  fanfare…family reunion,  Congratulatory letters  from the 

Queen and Prime Minister Trudeau. She taught Japanese Classical dancing is 

known in Toronto for her leadership role in different  festivals.  Photo 14/15: 

Maria  McDonald:  Her  Mother,  Maria  Teresa  Hernandez  Sanchez,  age  19, 

Carnaval in Guantanamo, Cuba. My father in the photo 15, Enrique Orestes 

Domenech Bertot.
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Did	you	know	that	there	are	more	than	7	miles	of	trails	and	pathways	throughout	the	Deering	Estate?	One	of	my	favorite	walks	is	to	

follow	what	we	call	an	interior	management	trail	that	encircles	the	tropical	hardwood	hammock,	beginning	just	beyond	the	gated	

entry	to	the	natural	areas.		Traveling	north	past	the	Cutler	Burial	Mound	and	Main	Natural	Areas	Trail,	into	the	Pine	Rockland,	then	

heading	west,	and	then	south	on	the	Pipeline	Trail	you	get	a	glimpse	into	as	close	an	

approxima8on	of	“old	Florida”	as	you	can	find	in	modern	8mes.			

These	 interior	 management	 trails	 used	 for	 conserva8on	 efforts,	 to	 monitor	 the	

resources	 of	 the	 Estate,	 and	 for	 some	 of	 our	 tours	 were	 created	 during	 Charles	

Deering’s	8me.	 	 Fearing	 the	hammock,	or	 Florida	hardwood	 forest,	might	burn	and	

threaten	his	home,	Charles	had	a	series	of	“fire	breaks”	created	on	the	borders	of	the	

na8ve	 hammock.	 Hammocks	 are	 nearly	 fireproof,	 embers	 and	 small	 fires	 almost	

immediately	 ex8nguish	 themselves	 traversing	 the	damp	 soil,	 high	humidity,	 and	 the	

naturally	 cooler	 environment.	 	 Hammocks	 will	 some8mes	 burn,	 however,	 typically	

only	in	extremely	dry	condi8ons	when	exposed	to	intense	heat.		

What	do	you	see	on	the	trail?	

Ferns.	Rocks.	Some8mes	water.	And,	of	course,	access	wells	and	pipes…	Many	of	these	

have	been	broken	and	are	not	usable	for	water	transport,	but	interes8ng	nonetheless	

because	they	are	made	out	of	a	very	unique	steel	and	possibly	copper	composite	that	

resists	 corroding	 in	 South	 Florida’s	 hash	 environment.	 	 These	 earlier	 pipes,	 while	

durable	 -	 las8ng	 more	 than	 100	 years	 in	 some	 areas	 of	 the	 Estate,	 are	 extremely	

expensive	to	manufacture.	 	Charles	may	have	

known	 a	 few	 US	 Steel	 magnates	 that	 could	

have	assisted	with	this	technology	though.			

The	diversity	 of	 na8ve	plants	 you	 see	 are	 amazing	

and	 enchan8ng,	 sharp	 and	 textural	 karst	 or	

limestone	 structures	 jet	 out	 through	 the	 foliage,	 a	

rich	 biodiversity	 of	 birds,	 rep8les,	 and	 insects	

inhabitat	the	space,	and	if	you	are	bold	enough,	you	

can	 dip	 your	 bare	 feet	 in	 the	waters	 of	 the	 Cutler	

Slough	Rehydra8on	Project	that	 intersects	this	 trail	

in	the	wet	season.		

Why	Did	Charles	Deering	have	IrrigaFon	Pipes	Built?	

Two	 reasons,	mainly:	 part	 of	 an	 ambi8ous	 plan	 to	

suppress	poten8al	forest	fires	on	the	Estate	and	to	

provide	 readily	 available	 drinking	 water	 and	

irriga8on	for	plan8ngs.			

In	planning	a	self-sufficient	winter	residence	Charles	

had	included	in	his	plan	a	Gasoline	Pump,	Generator	

and	Water	tanks,	construc8ng	the	Power	House,	Pump	house	and	Carriage	House	in	1918	as	part	of	that	effort.	The	water	tanks	

provided	water	 for	 the	main	residence	and	 irriga8on	of	 lawn	areas	at	 the	8me.	These	structures	are	posi8oned	at	 the	rear,	 just	

west	of,	the	Richmond	CoAage	and	house	present	day	ar8st	 in	residence	studios,	some	staff	offices,	and	serve	as	a	vendor	prep	

area.		

In	1922,	once	the	Stone	House	had	been	completed,	Charles	and	Marion	resided	here	more	frequently,	less	a	winter,	vaca8oning	

respite	and	more	of	a	permanent	home.	 	Although	a	naturalist	and	conserva8onist,	 and	possibly	 influenced	by	accounts	of	 the	

1871	great	Chicago	fire,	Deering	felt	that	fire	was	a	threat	that	needed	to	be	contained.	 	Out	of	concern	for	any	natural	fire	that	

could	occur	 in	 the	pineland	or	hardwood	hammock,	and	knowing	that	a	volunteer	fire	service	 in	Miami	would	be	hours	 to	days	

away,	 Deering	 expanded	 his	water	 tank	 system	 to	 a	 series	 of	 interconnected	 pipes	 and	 valves	 that	 drew	water	 from	 the	many	

artesian	wells	that	occur	on	the	Estate.		

Trenches	were	dug	 to	 direct	 the	pipes	 below	ground,	 tracking	 along	 the	ooli8c	 limestone	property	wall	 into	 the	hammock	 and	

pineland	habitats	and	across	Cutler	Creek.	The	system	culminated	on	the	Main	Estate	grounds	 in	 the	Pump	house.	 	At	 the	8me	

there	was	only	one	other	system	like	it,	an	electric	water	pump	system	established	by	the	government	near	Lemon	city.	Deering’s	

project	had	an	es8mated	cost	of	$10,000	and	was	completed	in	1926.													~Jennifer Testhimmer, Director, Deering Estate

Musings of our DE Director while traveling the Pipeline Trail
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Many	have	said	I	must	come	from	the	Midwest	since	I	have	“that	accent.”		

I’m	not	quite	sure	what	“that	accent”	is,	but	you’re	right.		I	was	born	and	

raised	in	Cleveland,	Ohio.	Dan	is	a	transplant	from	Roland,	Iowa,	a	small	

farming	town	near	Des	Moines.	 	He	followed	his	older	brother	to	the	big	

city	a^er	college.	 	He	was	well	on	his	way	to	a	successful	banking	career	

when	 we	 met.	 	 And,	 as	 they	 say…	 the	 rest	 is	 history!	 	 We	 will	 be	

celebra8ng	our	45th	wedding	anniversary	this	May.	

We’ve	called	PalmeAo	Bay	home	since	1980.	 	Although	it	was	extremely	

beneficial	to	our	careers	to	make	the	move,	it	wasn’t	an	easy	decision	to	

leave	family	and	friends	behind,	especially	for	me.		I	have	one	sibling,	my	

older	sister,	Jan.		We’re	very	close	and	one	of	the	hardest	adjustments	for	

me	was	leaving	her.		Even	now,	all	these	years	later,	we	s8ll	talk	at	least	3	

8mes	a	day.		We	have	one	son,	Josh.	He’s	30	and	single,	currently	living	in	

Vero	Beach.		Although	our	extended	families	are	scaAered,	we	work	hard	

at	remaining	close.		We	have	a	big	birthday	planned	for	this	July	when	my	

dad	will	be	turning	100.	 	He	 is	a	World	War	 II	Veteran,	having	 fought	 in	

the	BaAle	of	the	Bulge.		We	are	so	very	proud	of	his	service	

	Originally	my	career	was	 in	 life	 insurance,	specifically	administra8ve	management.	 	 I	hold	accredita8ons	as	both	a	Chartered	Life	

Underwriter	(CLU)	and	Fellow	of	Life	Management	Ins8tute	(FLMI).	 	A	liAle	bit	of	trivia…	Before	I	knew	Dave	Marley,	I	knew	his	dad	

who	 was	 also	 a	 C.L.U.	 	 We	 did	 some	 work	 together	 through	 the	 Miami	

Chapter	of	Chartered	Life	Underwriters.		He	was	truly	a	wonderful	man	and	

from	what	I	see,	the	apple	doesn’t	fall	far	from	the	tree!			

My	true	passion	has	always	been	 interior	decora8ng	so	 in	2008,	 following	

20+	plus	years	 in	financial	planning,	 I	 took	a	 leap	of	faith,	started	my	own	

business	 and	 never	 looked	 back.	 Twelve	 years	 later,	 I	 have	 a	 steadily-

growing	business	with	a	solid	client	base.				

In	my	 free	8me	 I	 enjoy	entertaining,	 cooking,	Bridge,	Mah-Jongg,	 reading	

and	travel.		

	I’m	hoping	that	soon	this	quaran8ne	will	be	behind	us,	the	training	wheels	

will	come	off	and	I	will	officially	take	over	as	President	of	the	100	Ladies	of	

Deering.	 Since	 current	 circumstances	 make	 that	 difficult,	 I	 recently	

proposed	 a	Mo8on	 to	 the	 Execu8ve	CommiAee	 that	we	not	move	 ahead	

with	our	new	slate	of	Officers	un8l	our	September	General	Mee8ng.	 	My	

inten8on	in	doing	this	is	to	1)	Allow	for	business	as	usual	un8l	we	are	able	

to	transi8on	2)	To	allow	us	to	properly	show	our	gra8tude	and	apprecia8on	

to	Maria	for	her	service	at	the	Annual	Mee8ng	in	September.		Maria	&	I	have	

agreed	to	jointly	serve	together	through	the	summer.		May	you	and	your	families	con8nue	to	stay	safe	&	healthy.	
                                                                                                                                                                                                    ~  Nancy Eggland

Following your passion…all roads lead to 100 Ladies of Deering

 100 Ladies of Deering - Leadership 2020 - 2022 

President: Nancy Eggland


Vice President: Elizabeth Battaglia


Secretary: Nancy Michelson


Assistant Secretary: Terry Long


Treasurer: Pam Mullins


Assistant Treasurer: Ann DeStefanis


Immediate Past President: Maria McDonald

Working at a 

distance… 

Maria working 

hard on the front 

porch of the 

Weeks Property.


