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A month of acquisitions and well deserved celebrating

Publication of the 100 Ladies of Deering, a philanthropic circle of the Deering Estate Foundation

Oh,	what	 a	 night	 and	what	 a	month	 acquiring	 rare	 Charles	Deering	 art!	
Celebrating	the	return	of	the	Flight	into	Egypt	panels	to	the	Stone	House	
at	the	VIP	Event	on	Friday,	October	18th	was	truly	a	highlight.	The	evening	
was	a	celebration	of	many.	 	The	100	Ladies	of	Deering,	together	with	the	
Deering	 Estate	 Foundation	 celebrated	 and	 honored	 the	 donors	 of	 the	
Deering	Family	 including	 the	 original	 donors,	Barbara	Deering	 Strachan	
Danielson	 and	Mrs.	 Richard	 E.	 Danielson,	 as	well	 as	 the	 private	 donors	
and	 all	 of	 those	 who	 generously	 contributed	 to	 the	 restoration	 or	 who	
have	fervently	donated	their	time	and	talent	to	this	worthy	project.			A	big	
thank	 you	 also	 to	 Rev.	 Dr.	 Mary	 Ellen	 Cassini,	 Palmer	 Trinity	 School	
Chaplain,	 for	explaining	 the	historical	and	religious	signiQicance	of	 these	
pieces.	 	We	were	also	fortunate	to	get	TV	coverage	with	Local	Channel	4.			
Part	 of	 the	 panel	 display	 has	 a	 short	 Qilm	 the	 100LOD	 commissioned,	
explaining	the	restoration	process	produced	by	Jorge	Graupera	Films.	See	
below:	

https://youtu.be/7jKxhA2ekpM	

We	have	to	also	thank	RLA	Conservation	for	their	amazing	work	on	these	panels.	A	huge	shout	out	to	Marketing	Chair,	Elizabeth	
Battaglia,	along	with	her	Marketing	Committee	of	Suzuyo	Fox,	Barbara	Ludovici,	Terry	Long,	Becky	Matkov,	Maria	McDonald	
and	Nancy	Eggland.	Thank	you	also	to	Bonnie	Barnes,	Michelle	Streit,	and	Nina	Zanella	for	all	their	assistance	on	this	endeavor.	
Tremendous	 credit	 to	 the	 Estate	 and	 their	 Staff,	 Jennifer	 Tisthammer,	 Bethany	 Gray,	 Melissa	 Diaz,	 Elias	 Horna	 and	 Holly	
Hawkes.	So	much	work	has	gone	into	seeing	these	panels	restored	and	returned	to	hang	where	they	shone	100	years	ago.	

Zorn	Etching:	Another	wonderful	moment	 for	us	was	our	recent	acquisition	of	 the	Anders	Zorn	print,	entitled	“Le	Lecture”	
depicting	 young	 Charles	 and	 wife	 Marion.	 Tara	 Finley	 provided	 us	 with	 a	 valuation,	 and	 the	 auction	 house	 veriQied	 its	
authenticity	which	emphasized	that	it	probably	was	an	early	print	of	this	etching	with	a	note	from	Marion	Deering	McCormick.	
Recognizing	the	urgency,	the	100LOD	Executive	Committee	authorized	funds	for	the	purchase	of	this	etching	per	Tara	Finley’s	
report	and	assessment.	David	McDonald	felt	that	it	would	be	an	exciting	opportunity	for	the	DEF	Board	to	be	part,	so	we	made	
the	plea	for	private	donations	from	the	100LOD	&	DEF	Board!	The	response	was	amazing.	Our	joint	efforts	to	acquire	the	Zorn	
raised	individual	donations	of	$3436	in	two	frantic	days.	With	David	McDonald	bidding	under	the	hawkish	eyes	of	Eric	Haas,	
our	team	of	McDonald,	Haas	and	Marley	successfully	acquired	the	painting	after	an	intense	few	minutes	of	bidding.	Thank	you	
to	 all	who	participated	 and	 your	willingness	 to	 respond	 to	 the	Estate’s	 needs.	 I’m	 also	 really	 happy	 that	 these	projects	 can	
proudly	proclaim	to	be	joint	efforts	by	both	the	100LOD	and	the	DEF	Board.		

Sir	 Cholmeley:	We	 recently	 also	 completed	 the	 appraisal	 and	 transfer	 of	 a	 gift	 by	Beverly	Danielson	 to	 the	DEF	 of	 an	 18th	
century	 painting	 by	 Swedish	 painter	 of	 royalty	 and	 noblemen,	Michael	 Dahl	 (1659-1743)	 entitled	 Portrait	 of	 Sir	 Cholmeley	
Deering	4th	Baronet,	1711.	 	On	September	27th,	the	painting	was	delivered	to	the	Estate	from	the	Miami	Corp.	local	ofQice.		 	The	
acquisition	process	 for	 this	piece	began	 somewhat	 fortuitously	when	our	 former	Exec.	Director,	Mary	Pettit,	myself	 and	my	
husband	visited	the	Miami	Corp	ofQices	to	retrieve	documents	and	the	Civil	War	era	Whipple	Documents	which	will	prove	to	be	
an	exciting	future	exhibit	for	the	Estate.	We	cannot	thank	the	family	of	Charles	Deering	enough	for	their	continuous	generosity.		
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A Life Well Lived…And A Perfect Fit for the 100LOD
Tara	Finley	was	introduced	to	the	100	Ladies	of	Deering	two	years	ago	at	the	Valentine	Luncheon	by	Becky	Matkov.	And	she	
was	immediately	drawn	to	the	wonderful	group	of	ladies	and	the	mission	of	the	100	Ladies	of	Deering.		

The	Qit	seemed	perfect	as	she	had	been	interested	in	
historic	preservation,	art,	and	interior	design.		
She	 also	 has	 an	 ongoing	 long	 career	 as	 an	 art	 and	
antiques	 appraiser.	 In	 the	 Junior	 League	 of	 New	
York,	 she	 served	 for	 Qive	 years	 on	 the	 Historic	
Preservation	Committee.		
While	living	in	Bath,	Maine,	Tara	converted	a	Greek	
Revival	home	into	a	bed	and	breakfast		

Growing	 up	 she	 lived	 in	 Rome,	 Italy	 and	 loved	
Italian	language.	For	college	she	chose	Finch	College	

in	New	York	City,	because	it	had	the	Qinest	Italian	department	in	
the	United	States.	Once	enrolled	at	Finch,	she	soon	discovered	
that	the	Art	History	offerings	were	also	superb.	Her	mother	had	
been	a	big	antiques	and	museum	enthusiast.	She	also	loved	art,	
art	history	and	the	adrenaline	rush	of	auctions.	 	So	for	Tara,	it	
was	in	her	genes.	

She	changed	her	major	to	Art	History,	and	landed	her	Qirst	job	
at	 Sotheby’s	 in	 New	 York.	 This	 was	 the	 beginning	 of	 a	
fascinating	and	exciting	30+	year	career	with	New	York	Auction	
Houses.	Her	career	path	 followed	work	at	Sotheby’s,	Christies	
and	 Phillips.	 She	 worked	 in	 various	 departments	 including	

decorative	arts,	tribal	arts,	and	antiquities.	While	at	Phillips,	
she	was	the	Qirst	woman	to	run	a	major	NYC	auction	house	
and	the	Qirst	woman	auctioneer.		

During	 these	 years	 she	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 catalog	 a	
wide	 variety	 of	 items	 including	 the	 Hagop	 Kevorkian	
collection	 of	 Islamic	 Art,	 the	 F.	 Ambrose	 Clark	 Estate	 Sale	
including	Qine	sporting	paintings,	 lead	soldiers	and	military	
miniatures	 including	 the	 Orson	 Munn	 Collection,	 and	 an	
Aeronautica	sale	with	one	of	 the	 Qirst	 Qlying	machines	with	
several	chicken	feathered	covered	wings.	Sadly,	the	machine	
was	not	successful	in	Qlight	or	at	auction.		

She	has	also	been	fortunate	to	be	a	past	Antiques	Roadshow	
Appraiser	as	well,	with	one	highlight	being	an	appraiser	of	a	
rare	45”	signed	Elvis	record.		

In front of rare jade pieces at Sotheby’s New York

As an Antiques Roadshow Appraiser in the Collectibles Department
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Seeking	 a	 change	 from	NYC,	 she	moved	 to	Miami	 in	May	of	
2000	to	run	a	local	auction	house.	In	2003,	she	founded	her	
own	 appraisal	 business	 Anubis	 Appraisal	 and	 Estate	
Services.	 Her	 company	 appraises	 Qine	 art	 and	 antiques	 for	
the	 following	purposes:	 estate	and	probate,	 asset	valuation,	
insurance	 coverage	 and	 loss,	 damage,	 divorce,	 donations	 to	
institutions	and	museums,	as	well	as	downsizing.	Anubis	also	
offers	services	 for	clients	wanting	 to	sell	 items	and	have	no	
idea	how	to	sell	or	negotiate	favorable	terms.		

Just	this	month	she	was	in	Tavernier	for	an	estate	appraisal	
in	a	14,000	square	foot	home,	and	then	San	Jose,	Costa	Rica	
at	 the	 Teatro	 Nacional	 de	 Costa	 Rica,	 to	 appraise	 a	 19th	
Century	Italian	Marble	State	entitled	“La	Fama”,	that	had	the	

foot	 repaired	 after	 it	 was	 accidentally	
damaged	
Also	 just	 recently	 Tara	 was	 of	 great	 help	
advising	 the	 100	 Ladies	 of	 Deering	 with	
appraisal	 work,	 including	 the	 recent	
a cqu i s i t i on	 o f	 t h e	 Ande r s	 Zo rn	
(1860-1920)	etching,	entitled	 “Le	Lecture	
Mrs.	 Charles	 Deering	 Reading	 to	 Mr.	
Deering”	 a	 Qine	 etching,	 dating	 back	 to	
1889,	with	provenance	 that	 leads	back	 to	
a	 collection	 of	 Brooks	 McCormick	 by	
descent	of	Marian	Deering	McCormick.		

In Costa Rica with “La Fama,” along with Rosa Lowenger’s Conservation staff
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Good Food, Good Company and Really Good Fun!

Members of the 100 Ladies, and 
Foundation Board spouses came out 
on a sultry Saturday morning to eat, 
drink and be very merry at 
Ortanique. Star Chef, Cindy Hutson 
and her team taught, entertained and  
literally spoonfed us the most 
delicious Fall tastes. We filled three 
tables. Many thanks to Sandy 
McCarthy, our Activities Chair, who 
organized the event. Everyone agreed 
that it was a fun afternoon. And the 
wine made the food go down nicely.
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Congratulations 100 Ladies of Deering ~ A Job Well Done!

After two years of planning, fundraising and lots of meetings, the 100 Ladies of Deering had good reason to celebrate. The restoration of the 
stain glass panels was breathtaking and exceeded all expectations. Special thanks to Elizabeth Battaglia, and the Marketing Committee who 
made a hard job look easy. Flight Into Egypt… a huge success!
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