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The 100 Ladies of Deering (100LOD) are excited to once again have a 
newsletter for our members to enjoy.  We hope it will become something you look 
forward to receiving every other month to keep you up to date and relive events.  

The 100LOD continue to be  a dynamic circle of women. We are certainly a hard 
working group but, equally important, we really enjoy each others company.  Our 
social outings are growing with restaurant night out (4th Thursday of the month), 
and recently enjoyed our first get together to learn to play Mah Jongg. As a 
philanthropy, we recently funded $70,000 to the Deering Estate towards the 
furnishing plan in the Stone House and towards the creation of Orientation 
Galleries for visitors. With these additions, the Charles Deering Estate is  
beginning to feel like the grand home it once was. But, we do more than just 
provide funds, we volunteer our time and talents working with the Estate staff on 
the projects we fund. The 100LOD also continue to work on two books, a 
Museum Guide and a coffee table book. The 100LOD are also finalizing a 
spanish version of “On this Land” which will be available shortly.   

At the upcoming Fireflies & Friends event on November 14th at 6:30pm, you will 
be able to see  the exciting new furnishing additions to the homes. You won’t 
want to miss this year’s Fireflies and Friends.  

With the holidays almost upon us, the Deering Estate will sparkle with holiday 
decorations as designer in residence, Alfredo Brito and 7 other decorators will “deck the halls” of both the Stone House 
and Richmond Cottage. Tree decorating has been moved up to November 11th this year. If you can, please come to the 
Stone House at 10am to help with the decorations.   On November 30th, the Estate begins celebrating the season with 
the Festival of Trees Season Kick-Off.  Another event you do not want to miss will be The Deering Estate Foundation 
“Mistletoe & Martinis”.  There are limited tickets so be sure to purchase your tickets and join your fellow Foundation and 
100LOD members and friends on Friday, December 14th from 7:30-10:30 p.m. for this magical night  under the guidance 
of Special Events Coordinator, Michelle Streit.  

In 2019, starting packing your bags because  the 100LOD and the Deering Estate Foundation are hosting a trip to 
Portugal and Spain culminating in a visit to the city of Sitges to see Maricel and Tamarit, Charles Deering’s beloved 
homes in Spain. Maricel is presently celebrating its 100 Year Anniversary. The cruise is with Azamara Club Cruises, a 
boutique small ship and part of the Royal Caribbean Cruise line family. Starting from Lisbon, Portugal  on April 6, 2019, 
the cruise will make stops in Seville, Malaga, Almeria, Valencia, Palma de Mallorca before ending in Barcelona.  At this 
time Azamara is offering a double upgrade promotion veranda cabin with fares starting at $2770/pp, double occupancy. 
This amount includes a $500pp tax deductible charitable contribution to The Deering Estate Foundation.  Additional 
group benefits will be announced based on the final size of our group. Presently the group consists of 24 passengers.  
Limited cabins remain at this rate. Azamara has extended the group booking opportunity to November 7th while cabins 
are available.   Join us on this wonderful opportunity to enjoy coastal Spain with the DEF and the 100LOD.  

Looking forward to seeing you at our upcoming events. 

Fondly, 

Maria McDonald, President 

A Busy Summer, A Busier Fall…Come Join the Excitement!
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Photo 1: Our Foundation Board, 100 LOD took a 
Viscaya, Buena Vista bus tour in August. It was a 
huge success. Karen Hoffman, Christine Stiphany 
and her daughter Ashley enjoyed a photo op at 
Viscaya.  If  you  look  closely  you  will  see  that  
David  McDonald  took  the  time to  photo  bomb. 
Photo 2: The Villagers came to Deering to view 
our film, “On this Land”. The film has garnerd 
many awards;  The Dade Heritage Trust,  Media 
Award;  Florida Trust  for  Historic  Preservation, 
Education and Media Award; Two Telly Awards, 
Documentary  and  History,  Two  Communicator 
Awards, Documentary and History.
 Photo  3:  100  LOD,  spearheaded  by  Sandy 
McCarthy have started a Ladies Night Out. The 
photo  shows  a  recent  visit  to  Mesa  Mar  on 
Giralda  during  the  time  they  had  the  beautiful 
umbrellas up.
Photo  4:  100 Ladies  and staff  went  up  for  the 
S.H.E Leadership Summit put on by Bacardi.
Photo  5:  At  the  recent  Palmetto  Bay  Business 
Association luncheon, our film, On This Land was 
shown to a very appreciative audience.



Thanks to the generous funding provided by The 100 Ladies, I 
am pleased to report that work is well underway for the 
completion of four rooms in the Stone House.  Specifically, the 
Maria Tubau Room, Mr. Deering’s Bedroom, Mrs. Deering’s 
Bedroom and the Library.  As an added bonus, we have also 
provided funding to purchase the fabrics for the window 
treatment in the McCormick Gallery. 

As our Designer in Residence, renowned Cuban-American 
Interior Designer, Alfredo Brito of Alfredo Brito Interiors 
provided the vision and inspiration for the window treatments 
and bedding, as well as selecting the elegant fabrics.  He 
comes to us with more than 34 years of experience who has 
been honored with numerous awards.  
Because of his beauty and creativity, his work is frequently 
solicited for publication by leading national and international 
magazines. In addition, he specializes in showroom design 
for fine furniture companies, including the creation of 
spectacular store window displays in such great cities as 
Buenos Aires, New York and Madrid.   

Now we can add Palmetto Bay to that list!  How lucky are 
we.   Alfredo’s enthusiasm is contagious and he is a delight 
to work with.  Thank you, Alfredo, for all you do.   

Should everything go as planned, (fingers crossed) our 
timetable for completion should be by the end of 
November, just in time for the holiday season!  The next 
time you’re at the Estate, please take the time to seek out 
Alfredo.  He is anxious to meet each and everyone of you 
lovely ladies.  

In closing, I welcome anyone who has an interest, please 
consider joining us on the Refurnishing Committee.  
 ~ Nancy Eggland, Refurnishing Chairman
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Refurnishing	Nearing	Completion

Colors and fabrics for the Maria Tubau room.  The fabrics are 
rich and elegant. Beautiful choices. A beautiful room.

Inquiring Minds Want to know…What was the 
best advice you have been given:

Nancy Michelson: “ My Mom always said “Do what you 
have to do first and what you want to do next.” 
Maria McDonald: “Don’t let anyone live rent-free in your 
head.” And also, “Have the courage to live a life true to 
yourself, not the life others expect of you.” 
Judy Parker: The best advice ever was given to my 
husband by our handyman when we were debating a 
paint color. “ No matter what it is, if she likes it, you love 
it!”  
Becky Matkov: So many good quotes I’ve saved..but 
one I especially like is: “Aim low, boring. Aim high, 
soaring” 

Nancy Eggland: Words of wisdom from Maya 
Angelou:”Ive learned that people forget what you said, 
people will forget what you did, but people will never 
forget how you made them feel.” 

John Fox: “Happy wife, happy life.” 
Larissa Segal Lara::   “If it takes 3 minutes or less, do it 
right away.  If it takes longer, put it on a list.  Do at least 
top 3 things on the list a day. Things that always are at 
the bottom just need to be crossed off - delegate or 

eliminate. Love, hugs and kisses are the top 3! 
Suzuyo Fox: “Follow your heart, but take your brain 
with you.” 


