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I’m so excited that it is Spring and all the new 
beginnings it offers.  We, too have new exciting 
opportunities that lie ahead for us and I encourage 
you to find one that calls you to get involved. The new 
year brought many planning sessions and strategies 
for the coming year. Committees have been busy 
incorporating the goals we set during the Strategic 
Planning Meeting in January. The Executive 
Committee met and reorganized our committees.  As 
president, I’ve attended DEF Board of Directors 
meetings, The Deering Estate Foundation (DEF) 5 
Year Strategic Session, DEF Governance Committee 
meeting and the Greater Miami Chamber of 
Commerce Leadership Day at Deering….and loving 
every minute of it. The 100LOD is also in charge of 
the DEF Seafood Festival Chef Demo Tent on 
Sunday March 31 .  As a group, we’ve continued the 
much-enjoyed Ladies Night Out and game nights 
playing Mah-Jongg. Don’t hesitate, join us at one of 
these fun events. Also, the pictures from our Vintage 
Valentine’s Luncheon are available for viewing.  Once 
again it was a great day.  Special thank you to our DEF staff, but especially, Michelle and Kristin. 

The Membership and Hospitality Committee launched a new Orientation Brunch on Monday, March 18th at 11:00 a.m. at 
the Weeks Property, 7350 SW 162 Street, Palmetto Bay, FL 33157.  If you are new or joined us in the past year and would 
like to learn more about our organization, come and spend some time at the March 18th brunch.   

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS: The Seafood Festival Chef Demo Tent and surrounding area will now be under the 100LOD’s 
direction. Along with the Champagne booth that we started last year, we will be selling Michelle’s famous macaroons, and 
staffing the Chef Demo as local chefs demonstrate creative seafood dishes for the visitors.  It’s a fun day. Please consider 
volunteering a few hours with your fellow 100LOD’s. 

We have met with Bloomingdales at the Falls and will continue to partner with them.   Our first Bloomingdale’s fundraising 
opportunity will be on April 18th & 20th.  Again, barcodes will be provided and 10% of your or a friends total purchases at 
Bloomie’s  during these two days will be donated back to us.  

Finally, DEF and the 100LOD’s first fundraising cruise from Lisbon to Barcelona will depart from Lisbon in early April. After 
disembarking in Barcelona, we will be taken to Sitges, Spain and greeted by Vinyet Panyella, former director of Maricel. 
Vinyet has arranged for us to visit both of Charles Deering’s homes, Tamarit (closed to the public) as well as Maricel. 
Additionally, we will be able to see the impact of Charles’ generous philanthropic heart as we visit the hospital he 
supported. We will be honored guests at the hospital’s annual launch and wine tasting of the rare Spanish wine, Malvasia 
de Sitges. https://catavino.net/malvasia-de-sitges/.   This is a hard to get and much sought-after Spanish wine. We will be 
among the first in the world to taste this year’s varietal.  

In closing, thank you for your unending support and for your membership in the 100 Ladies of Deering. It is 
so wonderful to be a member of a dynamic group of good friends working to achieve a worthy mission that 
will benefit our community not only today but for future generations.  

Our next General Meeting will be March 21st, 7:00 pm at the Weeks Property, 7350 SW 162 Street.  I look 
forward to seeing you there.                                                       
                                                                                                             In friendship, Maria McDonald, President

New Opportunities to Serve Await the 100 Ladies

Maria McDonald, Nancy Eggland and Susan Tilson at our Valentine Luncheon

https://catavino.net/malvasia-de-sitges/
https://catavino.net/malvasia-de-sitges/
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Vintage Valentine Luncheon Wows Members Again

1
2

3

4
5

When the  skies  threatened  with  huge  raindrops,  Michelle  Streit  and 
Kristin Gilbert performed miracles and set up our annual event in the 
Stone House. So when the rains came down, the luncheon went off with 
nary a hitch. Photo 1:  Again Sherry Ousley helped keep us dry and 
gave  us  door-to-door  service.  Photo  2:  Elise  Kern  and  Maria 
McDonald. Photo 3: Pam Mullins, LaVerne Mullins, Courtney Reeder. 
Photo  4:  Barbara  Bass,  Daryl  Bowser.  Photo  5:  Maria  McDonald, 
Jennifer Tisthammer, Beth Brockway-Serrate, Nancy Michelson
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Our  7th  Annual  Fete  helped  brighten  the  gloomy, 
February morning. But rain did not deter the ladies 
one bit. Photo 1: Nancy Michelson, Thea Oberlander, 
Debbie  Regent,  Director  of  Developement  for  DEF. 
Photo  2:  Larissa  Siegel-Lara,  Executive  Director, 
DEF, Lori Haas. Photo 3: Christine Stiphany, Ashley 
Scoates. Photo 4: Becky Matkov, DEF President and a 
100 LOD, Suzuyo Fox, Maria McDonald, President of 
100 LOD, Barbara Moller.

February Luncheon has always been a member favorite

1
2

3

4



march/april 2019 Page 4

TIDBITS TO KNOW ABOUT THE DEERING ESTATE: 

How many rare and endangered species are 
protected at the Deering Estate?  
Rare and native plants thrive here, including orchids, 
bromeliads, ferns, and more than 40 species of trees. A 
variety of wildlife, such as gray foxes, squirrels, snakes, 
butterflies, and birds inhabit the area. The Institute for 
Regional Conservation notes there are 89 plant species 
listed by state or federal agencies as threatened, 
endangered, or commercially exploited that are found at 
the Deering Estate. 

What was the Richmond Cottage before it was 
Charles Deering’s residence? 
It was the first Inn between Miami and Key West. The 
1900, three-story addition added several rooms to the 
house, including upstairs guestrooms, a downstairs 
check-in room, a sitting room, a large central hallway,  

and a parlor. A two-story veranda wrapped around the 
front of the house, and weatherboard replaced board and 
batten siding. The house had no indoor plumbing or 
electricity, but it did feature one of the first telephones in 
the area (Before telegraph service was established, the 
Richmonds offered the use of their phone to the 
public at twenty-five cents per call). 

What does The Cutler Slough Rehydration Project 
(located on Old Cutler across from Estate) do? 
The Deering Estate needs fresh water to maintain 
appropriate salinity levels for species and ecosystem 
functions to survive. The Restoration efforts onsite, part 
of a greater Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 
Plan, seek to improve the availability of freshwater to 
coastal habitats, improving the habitat health while 
offsetting impacts of sea level rise. 

The National Trust for Scotland’s internationally-
renowned Threave Garden and Estate has 
gained an inspiring new feature, The Garden of 
Contemplation was formally dedicated on 
Saturday, December 22, to coincide with the 30th 

anniversary of the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 
over Lockerbie, Scotland. 

The new space has been thoughtfully and 
carefully designed to provide a peaceful setting 
that evokes contemplation and reflection.  It 
combines clever use of hard landscaping, 
planting, and sculptural features and was created 
as a result of the generous support of donors 
from The National Trust for Scotland Foundation 
USA, based in Boston, Massachusetts, and one 
of its Trustees, Victoria Cummock. 

Victoria was inspired to support the project out of 
a love of Scotland that emerged from the most 
tragic of circumstances. Her husband John was 
one of the victims of the Lockerbie plane crash. 
For Victoria, the project represents an expression 
of gratitude for the extraordinary humanitarian 
efforts of thousands of Scottish citizens following the terrorist bombing. 

Every garden element, including the choice of foliage, such as the Christmas Rose and the never-ending Celtic knot, 
were specifically chosen to show the unique bond, between the incredible Lockerbie survivors and responders with the 
victims’ family members from 21 different countries, which began on the Winters Solstice, as marked by the central 
garden Armillary feature. 

From Victoria to the 100 Ladies of Deering: 
My hope is that the video will whet your appetite and inspire you, to one day, visit this magnificent garden in 
quintessential Scotland, which is a place very near and dear to my heart. 
The attached link, ( https://vimeo.com/316291787	), is to a short video compilation, showing the spectacular garden. 

Inspiration and hope for a more peaceful future

https://vimeo.com/316291787%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://vimeo.com/316291787%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

