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As I write this note, post-Christmas and just after the New 
Year, I realize my emotions in life are the same for our 
organization. The excitement and satisfaction of gathering 
together to celebrate with family and friends leaves me 
nostalgic, yet excited for the upcoming new year filled 
with possibilities of new adventures.  

What a wonderful year for the 100LOD, we saw the 
dreams of our founding members fulfilled as we strolled 
through the holiday decorated homes brimming with 
furniture, area rugs, decorations and accessories 
celebrating those who lived and enjoyed the homes.  This 
interpretation by Alfredo Brito, Jennifer, the Deering 
Estate staff together with the 100LOD, provides 
excitement of things to come as we continue this 
interactive interpretation of the homes. With each 
emerging season of the new year, the homes will continue 
to reveal exciting new details with the Orientation 
Galleries.  

We dared to dream to tell the story of Charles Deering 
and his Estate with a film.  The award-winning film now 
continues to reach far beyond the walls of the estate 
educating our community about this precious place. Very 
soon, a Spanish version will be available to reach our Spanish speaking guests and community.  At last 

year’s Strategic Planning Meeting, we continued to stretch and 
reach, continuing our storytelling, as we decided to prepare a 
coffee table book. 2018 saw us begin to work on the new 
coffee table book, Charles Deering: The Man. 

Reflecting on our journey brings me great joy in seeing the 
positive contributions we have made and continue to make as 
a group of dreamers, doers and storytellers.  Looking forward 
to the many new adventures of 2019 and tasks we will 
undertake for the benefit of The Deering Estate. If you are not 
presently on a committee please consider lending your time 
and talent to one of our many committees. 

My very best to you and your loved ones for a Happy New 
Year in 2019. 

Fondly,  Maria McDonald, President 

Nothing Happens Unless We Dream…Charles Sandburg
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TIDBITS YOU MIGHT NOT HAVE KNOWN… 

What style of architecture is predominantly depicted 
in the Stone House? 
A  composite of many influences, Mediterranean Revival 
borrowed generously from historic Spanish, Italian, 
Moorish , and Byzantine  architecture and was a 
deliberate attempt by 1920s developers to bring 
European style and charm to America’s new playgrounds 
for the wealthy. Chief themes included: Massive masonry 
or stucco walls, A low-pitched, red-tiled roof. Balconies, 
arches and loggias, and Decorative metal and 
stonework. 
The Stone House is a 13,400 sf Mediterranean Revival 
home built in 1922.  Deering commissioned contractor  

Sandquist & Snow, Inc. and architect Phineas Paist, who 
had served as superintendent under Paul Chalfin for 
James Deering’s Villa Vizcaya and who later became 
supervising architect for Coral Gables.  

At the time of his death, what was the size of Charles 
Deering’s art collection? 
Over 4,000 pieces were documented with a value of over 
$62 million. These inventories listed hundreds of 
antiques, rugs, tapestries, brocades, sculptures, prints, 
paintings, etchings, drawings and other art objects. Upon 
Deering’s death, most of these things were distributed to 
the Art Institute of Chicago, Northwestern. 

We are thrilled to give you an update on our “Flight into Egypt” stained 
glass pieces that the 100 LOD are restoring and displaying in the 
Deering McCormick Gallery at the Deering Estate. These precious and 
rare pieces are pre-17th century medieval works of art from Charles 
Deering’s collection that were part of the original collection at Cutler, 
displayed in the Stone House. The traditional Flight into Egypt motif 
depicts the holy family’s journey to escape violence in their homeland 
from King Herod. During the Reformation period, circa 1530, in England, 
some stained glass panels were destroyed intentionally. Across Europe, 
additional losses were sustained as “less important” assemblages went 

unprotected during 
W W I .  H e n c e , 
private collections 
such as these have 
since become the 
basis for the most 
important holdings 
of medieval art in 
the US today. We 
are so fortunate to 
have this opportunity 
to restore and display part of Charles Deering’s well-rounded 
collection.    
As we know, Charles was unique; American collectors were not very 
interested in medieval stained glass, therefore there are very few of 
its kind found in the US. Comparable pieces can be found in the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art and in the National Gallery of Art. By 
restoring these treasures we will be able to give people rare access 
to art of this time period. This has the potential to produce increased 
interest and intrigue in the Estate amongst scholars, history lovers & 
art aficionados locally, nationally and abroad.  This will be a 
wonderful way to put The Deering Estate on the map- thanks to the 
100 Ladies of Deering!           - Debbie Regent, Development Director, DEF 

Restoration Under Way for Important and Significant Art Piece
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Fireflies & Friends a great success and wonderful fun!
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Excitement	Greets	Visitors	to	the	“New	Deering	Estate.”

Photo 1:   Visitors  loved the Holiday decorations 
which  transformed  the  dining  room  in  the 
Richmond Cottage into a 1903 Magical Christmas 
scene. Our designer in residence, Alfredo Brito and 
his  talented team deserve our heartfelt  gratitude. 
Photo 2: Is the before photo of the Maria Tabau 
room.  While  Photo  3,  shows  the  wondrous 
transformation of this bedroom of the Stone House. 
The  Ramon Casas  painting  of  Maria  Tabau  was 
restored by the 100 Ladies of Deering in 2015 and 
is the focal point of the 2nd floor guest room.

The spirit of the season is truly alive and well at the 
Deering Estate.  The homes have been 
transformed into a vision of pure enchantment 
through the selfless efforts of our Designer in 
Residence, Alfredo Brito, and his talented team.  

The best part though is that, once the holidays are 
over thanks to the generous funding of the 100 
Ladies, the Stone House continue to evolve in 
historic significance as many décor items will 
remain as permanent elements. 

The custom window treatments and bedding for the 
Deering’s bedrooms are near completion.  Mrs.  
Deering’s window treatments have been installed 
with her bedding soon to follow.  The Maria Tubau 
Room has also been completed with its lavish 
embroidered drapery.  Coming this January will be 
the completion of Charles Deering’s 
bedroom.  What an exciting journey we’re on 
as we work to re-establish the original glory 
of the beloved home of Charles and Marion 
Deering 

And, there is so much more to come with the 
official unveiling of the McCormick Gallery 
happening soon.  Stay tuned.  We’re just 
getting started.  
                  - Nancy Eggland, Refurnishing Chairman  
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Mistletoe & Martinis…And lots of Magic
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